17/XX

Resolution 17/XX
Use of VMS and other measures for the verification of
CDS catch data for areas outside the Convention Area,
in particular, in FAO Statistical Area 51

Species
Area
Season
Gear

toothfish
north of
Convention Area
all
all

The Commission,
Recognising the need to continue to take action, using a precautionary approach, based on
the best scientific information available, in order to ensure the long-term sustainability
of Dissostichus spp. stocks in the Convention Area,
Concerned that the Catch Documentation Scheme for Dissostichus spp. (CDS) could be
used to disguise illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) catches of Dissostichus spp.
in order to gain legal access to markets,
Concerned that any misreporting and misuse of the CDS seriously undermines the
effectiveness of CCAMLR conservation measures,
1.

Urges States participating in the CDS to ensure that Dissostichus Catch Documents
(DCDs) relating to landings or imports of Dissostichus spp., when necessary, are
checked by contact with Flag States to verify that the information in the DCD is
consistent with the data reports derived from an automated satellite-linked Vessel
Monitoring System (VMS)1.

2.

Urges States participating in the CDS, if necessary to that end, to consider reviewing
their domestic laws and regulations, with a view to prohibiting, in a manner consistent
with international law, landings/transhipments/imports of Dissostichus spp. declared in
a DCD as having been caught in FAO Statistical Area 51 if the Flag State fails to
demonstrate that it verified the DCD using automated satellite-linked VMS derived data
reports.

3.

Requests the Scientific Committee to review the data concerning the areas where
Dissostichus spp. occur outside the Convention Area and the potential biomass of
Dissostichus spp. in such areas, in order to assist the Commission in the conservation
and management of Dissostichus stocks and in defining the areas and potential
biomasses of Dissostichus spp. which could be landed/imported/exported under the
CDS.
1

In this regard, verification of the information in the relevant DCD shall not be requested for the
trawlers as described in Conservation Measure 10-05, footnote 1.

