
CONSERVATION MEASURE 23-01 (2003) 
Five-day Catch and Effort Reporting System 

Species all  
Area various 
Season all 
Gear various  

This conservation measure is adopted in accordance with Conservation Measure 31-01 where 
appropriate: 

1. For the purposes of this Catch and Effort Reporting System the calendar month shall be 
divided into six reporting periods, viz: day 1 to day 5, day 6 to day 10, day 11 to day 15, 
day 16 to day 20, day 21 to day 25 and day 26 to the last day of the month.  These 
reporting periods are hereinafter referred to as periods A, B, C, D, E and F. 

2. At the end of each reporting period, each Contracting Party shall obtain from each of its 
vessels its total catch and total days and hours fished for that period and shall, by cable, 
telex or facsimile, transmit the aggregated catch and days and hours fished for its 
vessels.  The catch and effort data shall reach the Executive Secretary not later than five 
(5) days after the end of the reporting period, or in the case of exploratory fisheries, not 
later than two (2) working days after the end of the reporting period.  In the case of 
longline fisheries, the number of hooks shall also be reported. 

3. A report must be submitted by every Contracting Party taking part in the fishery for 
each reporting period for the duration of the fishery even if no catches are taken. 

4. The catch of all species, including by-catch species, must be reported. 

5. Such reports shall specify the month and reporting period (A, B, C, D, E or F) to which 
each report refers. 

6. Immediately after the deadline has passed for receipt of the reports for each period, the 
Executive Secretary shall notify all Contracting Parties engaged in fishing activities in 
the area, of the total catch taken during the reporting period, the total aggregate catch 
for the season to date together with an estimate of the date upon which the total 
allowable catch is likely to be reached for that season.  In the case of exploratory 
fisheries, the Executive Secretary shall also notify total aggregate catch for the season to 
date in each small-scale research unit (SSRU) together with an estimate of the date upon 
which the total allowable catch is likely to be reached in each SSRU for that season.  
Estimates shall be based on a projection forward of the trend in daily catch rates, 
obtained using linear regression techniques from a number of the most recent catch 
reports. 

7. At the end of every six reporting periods, the Executive Secretary shall inform all 
Contracting Parties of the total catch taken during the six most recent reporting periods, 
the total aggregate catch for the season to date together with an estimate of the date 
upon which the total allowable catch is likely to be reached for that season. 

8. If the estimated date of completion of the total allowable catch, is within five days of 
the date on which the Secretariat received the report of the catches, the Executive 
Secretary shall inform all Contracting Parties that the fishery will close on that 
estimated day or on the day on which the report was received, whichever is the later.  In 
the case of exploratory fisheries, if the estimated date of completion of the catch in any 



SSRU is within five days of the day on which the Secretariat received the report of 
catches, the Executive Secretary shall additionally inform all Contracting Parties that 
fishing in that SSRU will be prohibited from that calculated day, or on the day on which 
the report was received, whichever is the later. 

9. Should a Contracting Party fail to transmit a report to the Executive Secretary in the 
appropriate form by the deadline specified in paragraph 2, the Executive Secretary shall 
issue a reminder to the Contracting Party.  If at the end of a further two five-day 
periods, or, in the case of exploratory fisheries, a further one five-day period, those data 
have still not been provided, the Executive Secretary shall notify all Contracting Parties 
of the closure of the fishery to the vessel which has failed to supply the data as required 
and the Contracting Party concerned shall require the vessel to cease fishing.  If the 
Executive Secretary is notified by the Contracting Party that the failure of the vessel to 
report is due to technical difficulties, the vessel may resume fishing once the report or 
explanation concerning the failure has been submitted. 

 


