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Resolution 19/XXI
Flags of non-compliance*
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The Commission,
Concerned that some Flag States, particularly certain non-Contracting Parties, do not
comply with their obligations regarding jurisdiction and control according to
international law in respect of fishing vessels entitled to fly their flag that carry out their
activities in the Convention Area, and that as a result these vessels are not under the
effective control of such Flag States,
Aware that the lack of effective control facilitates fishing by these vessels in the
Convention Area in a manner that undermines the effectiveness of CCAMLR’s
conservation measures, leading to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) catches of
fish and unacceptable levels of incidental mortality of seabirds,
Considering therefore such fishing vessels to be flying Flags of Non-Compliance (FONC)
in the context of CCAMLR (FONC vessels),
Noting that the FAO Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation
and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas emphasizes that the
practice of flagging or reflagging fishing vessels as a means of avoiding compliance
with international conservation and management measures for living marine resources
and the failure of the States to fulfil their responsibilities with respect of fishing vessels
entitled to fly their flag, are among the factors that seriously undermine the
effectiveness of such measures,
Noting that the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing calls on States to take measures to discourage
nationals subject to their jurisdiction from supporting and engaging in any activity that
undermines the effectiveness of international conservation and management measures,
urges all Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties cooperating with CCAMLR to:
1.

Without prejudice to the primacy of the responsibility of the Flag State, to take
measures or otherwise cooperate to ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that the
nationals subject to their jurisdiction do not support or engage in IUU fishing, including
engagement on board FONC vessels in the CAMLR Convention Area if this is
consistent with their national law.

2.

Ensure the full cooperation of their relevant national agencies and industries in
implementing the measures adopted by CCAMLR.

3.

Develop ways to ensure that the export or transfer of fishing vessels from their State to
a FONC State is prohibited.

4.

Prohibit the landings and transhipments of fish and fish products from FONC vessels.
* Many of the flags hereby called FONC are commonly referred to as ‘flags of convenience’.

